Prescribing practices and use of opioid analgesics: a sociological analysis - August 2023 www.ofdt.fr

@ Observatoire francais
des drogues et des
tendances addictives

Prescribing practices and use of opioid
analgesics: a sociological analysis

In a glimpse, OFDT, 2 p.
August 2023

The study on the use of analgesic opioid medicines (EMOA) by the French Monitoring Centre for
Drugs and Drug Addiction (OFDT) examines their prescription in general practice and the
experiences of who consider themselves to be having difficulty with them in the treatment of chronic
pain unrelated to cancer in France. Based mainly on in-depth interviews with 23 general
practitioners (GPs) and 25 patients, it analyses, on the one hand, prescribing practices, by examining
the decision to prescribe (and deprescribe) opioid analgesics and, on the other hand, patients’
medication pathways, by examining the place of these drugs in their life and health trajectories. This
research analyses the difficulties encountered by doctors in the prescribing process (particularly in
stopping or continuing prescriptions when they are not responsible for initiating them), and those
associated with prolonged, regular, or recurrent use by patients.
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https://en.ofdt.fr/BDD/publications/docs/230821_Glimpse_RapportEMOA.pdf
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